
Autumn 2: Charles II: 
Plague and Fire   

  

 Lesson 1   To know that Charles II (The Merry Monarch) was ‘restored’ to the throne  
Success criteria: 
• I know that there was a time when England didn’t have a king 
• I know that the son of Charles I, Charles II, came back to England to be the king in 1660 
• I know that the son of Charles I, Charles II, came back to England to be the king in 1660 

 Lesson 2  To know that the Royal Society was set up in 1660 and was supported by Charles II 

Success criteria: 
• I know that the Royal Society was a place where scientists could meet together to share their discoveries and talk about science 
• I know that Charles II was interested in science and gave the Royal Society a ‘Royal Charter’  
• I know that Isaac Newton, a famous scientist, was one of the earliest members of the society. He discovered gravity 

 Lesson 3  To know that lots of people died during the Great Plague of 1665 
Success criteria: 
• I know that the ‘Bubonic Plague’ was spread by the fleas carried by rats 
• I know that people who caught the disease had swollen lumps and black patches on their body 
• I know that it is believed approximately 15% of the population died 

 Lesson 4 To recognise that there was a ‘great’ fire in London in 1666 
Success criteria: 
• I know that the fire of London began on the night of 2nd September 1666  
• I know that the fire of London was caused by a baker who left his ovens burning through the night at his bakery on Pudding Lane.  
• I know that the fire was eventually stopped by ‘firebreaks’ 

 Lesson 5  To know that London needed to be rebuilt after the Great Fire of London 
Success criteria: 
• I know that architects were asked to give the king their plans (ideas) of how the city should be rebuilt 
• I know that Christopher Wren’s plans were chosen by Charles II and he rebuilt St Paul’s Cathedral 

• I know that after the fire, the streets were widened and properties were built with stone and brick to try and reduce the chances of 
it happening again 

 Lesson 6  To know that Charles II was restored to the throne in 1660 and ruled until his death in 1685.  
Success criteria: 
• I know that Charles II was restored to the throne in 1660 and ruled until his death in 1685 

• I know that Charles IIs nickname was the ‘Merry Monarch’ 
• I know that Charles II helped found the Royal Society in 1660 
• I understand that The Great Plague swept through London in 1665, killing approximately 15% of the population 
• I understand that The Great Fire of London started on 2nd September 1666 and burned most of London to the ground 

• I understand that the architect, Christopher Wren, was commissioned to help rebuild the city by Charles II 

 
  

 



Spring 2: The 
Victorians 

  

 Lesson 1   To know that Queen Victoria is the second longest reigning monarch  
Success criteria: 
• I understand that Victoria became Queen as a very young girl (aged 18), but did the job well from the start, vowing ‘I will be good’. 
• I understand that the Queen married a German Prince called Albert, who she loved very much. They had 9 children.  
• I know that Victoria made some sensible decisions as queen 

 Lesson 2  To know that railways were one of the Victorians greatest achievements and IK Brunel was an engineer who helped build them. 

Success criteria: 
• I know that most of the railways we use today were built during the Victorian period 
• II know that K Brunel was an engineer who built the railway from London to Bristol 
• I know that K Brunel also built a steam ship 

 Lesson 3  To know that children from poor families in the Victorian period had to go to work 
Success criteria: 
• I know that children were employed to work in factories as ‘scavengers’ to move between the machines and ‘scavenge’ loose bits of cotton 
• I know that children were also employed as coal miners and chimney sweeps. 
• I understand that the jobs children did were often very tiring and dangerous 

 Lesson 4 To know that during the Victorian period, more children went to school 
Success criteria: 
• I know that before Queen Victoria was queen, usually only rich children went to school 
• I know that during the Victorian period it was made compulsory for all children to attend school 
• I know that the Victorian schools were really strict and children who did not behave were caned! 

 Lesson 5  To know that the Great Exhibition was a special show where people could see amazing objects and inventions from around the world. 
Success criteria: 
• I know that The Great Exhibition took place in 1851.  
• I know that The Great Exhibition was held in ‘Crystal Palace’ in Hyde Park 

• The Great Exhibition was organised by Prince Albert, Queen Victoria’s husband 

 Lesson 6  To explain the life of the Victorians 
Success criteria: 
• I know that Queen Victoria was the second longest reigning monarch and ruled from 1837 to 1901 

• I know that Queen Victoria married Prince Albert and they had 9 children 
• I know that during the Victorian period, many of the railways we use today were first built. Passengers used the railways for the first time 
• I know that IK Brunel was a famous engineer who built trains, railways, tunnels, bridges, ships and stations 
• I know that poor children in the Victorian period often had to go to work. Some children worked in factories, some worked down the coal mines 

and some were chimney sweeps 

• I know that the Victorians made it compulsory for children to go to school. Victorian schools were really strict 
• I know that in 1851, the Great Exhibition was opened by Queen Victoria 

  
 



Summer 2: The First 
Olympics 

  

 Lesson 1   To know Countries from around the world, compete in sporting activities during the Olympics 
Success criteria: 
• I know that countries take turns to host the Olympic games and they take place every four years 
• I know that the Olympic rings symbolize the continents of the world 
• I know that there are divided into summer and winter games, and athletes with disabilities compete at the Paralympics 

 Lesson 2  To understand the Ancient Greeks loved sport and the Olympic Games were the biggest sporting event in the ancient calendar. 

Success criteria: 
• The Olympic Games began over 2,700 years ago in Olympia 
• I know that they took place every four years and men came from all over Greece to take part 
• I know that the ancient games were also a religious festival, held in honour of Zeus, the king of the gods 

 Lesson 3  To recognise that in 1908, London hosted the Olympics for the first time 
Success criteria: 
• I understand that the London Olympics of 1908 should have been the Rome Olympics, but Italy couldn’t host it because a volcano had 

erupted 
• I understand that the 1908 Olympics were the first games to award the Gold, Silver and Bronze medals 

• I understand that the Olympics took place all over London, but the main stadium was in White City 

 Lesson 4 To recognise that London hosted the Olympics for the second time in 1948. 
Success criteria 
• I know that London has hosted the Olympic games three times- 1908, 1948 and 2012 
• I know that Queen Elizabeth II opened the Olympic games in 2012. Her dad opened the 1948 games at Wembley 

 Lesson 5  To recognise that London hosted the Olympics for the third time in 2012 
Success criteria: 
• I know that London has hosted the Olympic games three times- 1908, 1948 and 2012 
• I know that the summer games were held in London in July-August and the Paralympics took place in August – September 

• I know that Queen Elizabeth II opened the Olympic games in 2012 

 Lesson 6  To explain that countries from around the world compete in sporting activities during the Olympics 
Success criteria: 
• I know that in 1960, the first Paralympics took place in Rome 
• I know that before the Paralympics, people with disabilities couldn’t compete in the Olympics  

• I know that some athletes compete in wheelchairs, with prosthetic limbs, and without senses such as hearing or sight across more than 20 
different sports 

 


