
 

Skills Progression Map for Geography  
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Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge Geographical Skills 

 Know that there are different countries in 
the world and talk about the differences. 

  Begin to understand the need to respect 
and care for the natural environment and 
all living things. 
 

 Use their senses in hands-on exploration of 
natural materials. 

 Talk about the differences between materials 
and changes they notice.  

 Make observations of animals and plants and 
explain why some things occur (talk about 
changes.) 

 Explore what they see and how things work.  
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  Recognise some environments that are 
different to the one in which they live. 

 Describe what they see, hear and feel 

whilst outside. 

   Recognise that people have different beliefs 
and celebrate special times in different ways. 

 Recognise some similarities and differences 

between life in this country and life in other 
countries. 

 Draw information from a simple map. 
 Explore the natural world around them. 
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   Understands the world is made up of 

countries and continents. 
 Can name and identify the 7 continents 

and 5 oceans on a marked map. 
 Use a map and symbols to navigate. 

 Understand the effect of the changing 

seasons on the natural world around them. 
 Can compare the differences between London 

and the countryside. 

 Can use the directional terms – North, East, South, 

West (left, right.) 
 Can use a map and its symbols to navigate areas 

such as a farm. 
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 Can name and identify the 7 continents 
and 5 oceans on an unmarked map. 

 Use an atlas/globe to locate accurately 
places and landmarks in Kenya. 

 Can locate the UK on a marked map and 

the surrounding seas. 

 Use images and aerial photographs to 
recognise human and physical features of a 
seaside 

 Can identify hot and cold regions in the world 
(equator, North Pole, South Pole.)  

 Compare the similarities and differences of 
the human physical features of the UK and 
Kenya. 

 Construct a simple map of a real of fake place with 
a key. 

 Can confidently use taught Geographical vocabulary 
verbally and written work (beach, cliff, ocean, 
valley, port, harbour, village.)  

 Use simple compass directions and directional 
language to describe features of a map or route 
(North, East, South, West, left, right, far, near.) 
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 Use symbols and a key to annotate a map. 
 Describe the cause and effect of 

desertification and other extreme weather. 
 Locate deserts around the world.  

 Can observe, measure and record human 
features in the local area, in the context of 
creating sketch maps. 

 Describe the key aspects of physical 
Geography in the context of what is under 
the earth’s surface.  

 Can confidently use taught Geographical vocabulary 
verbally and written work (desertification, climate, 
formations.) 

 Describe the key aspects of human Geography.  
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 Identify the continents of the world. 
 Locate major capital cities of the world. 
 Make comparisons between rainforest 

around the world. 

 Find out about some of the key Geographical 
features of each continent.  

 Locate where volcanoes can be found around 
the world. 

 Find the similarities and differences between 
countries of focus.  

 Understand the effect of volcanoes on humans and 
other life when they erupt.  

  Make comparisons between rainforests around the 
world (Amazon and Sherwood.) 
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 Can name and locate countries within 
Europe. 

 Know where natural resources come from.  

 Can identify countries, towns and cities of 
the UK.  

   

 Describe key geographical features of the 
United Kingdom. 

 Find out about the hills and mountains 

located in the UK.  
 Use images and maps to recognise human 

and physical features of places studied. 

 Make comparisons between the climates of eastern 
European regions with the area we live.  

 Develops knowledge of a place by comparing street 

maps with aerial images. 
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 Can identify economically developed and 
less economically developed countries on 
an unmarked map 

 Identify countries in North and South 
America. 

 Find out about rivers and how they erode, 
transport and deposit materials.  

 Describe the climates and biomes of different 
regions across the Americas.  

 Investigate a river and the effects it has on 
the environment and landscape. 

 Identify the position and significance of latitude, 
longitude, equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 
Artic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones.  

 Explain the development of trading throughout 
history, using key terminology.  


