
Supporting your child at home 

with reading 

 

The most important thing by a mile is to try to instil a love of 

reading in your child. Read regularly and make it an enjoyable part 

of your day. Read to your child, listen to them read and talk about 

books and stories.  

 

Read a variety of good quality books; stories that enrich their 

vocabulary and open them up to new experiences, non-fiction 

books on topics that interest them, articles that provide children 

with a curiosity for current affairs etc. 

 

Children who enjoy reading, read more! Children who know what 

books they like, choose books they like and therefore read more! 

Talking about the book with your child at the end will help in their 

enjoyment and understanding of the book. 

 

Encourage your child to retell the story you have just shared. This 

will give you an idea of how much they have understood. We use 

story maps at school and this can really help children to remember 

the structure/order and will help with their understanding. 

 

 Did you enjoy that book? Why? Why not? 

 Who was your favourite character? Why? 

 Which part did you like the best? Why? 

 Was there any part you didn’t like? Why? 

 Would you choose this book/story again?  

 Can you guess what is going to happen next?  

 What happened in the story? Does this remind them of anything in 

their lives or anything they have read before? 

 Did they think the book was funny? Did they spot any interesting 

words and phrases?  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Decoding: 

The focus is to turn pictures and words into spoken words with 

meaning. Children will also begin to show an awareness of punctuation 

and to develop some fluency as readers. Read with your child and to 

your child. 

Teaching children to read requires the use of a range of strategies. 

These include: 

 Sound the word out (phonics) 

 Look at the picture 

 Chunk the word, eg, drinking could be chunked into drink - ing 

 Re-read to the beginning of the sentence 

 Skip the word; read to the end of the sentence, and try to work 

out the word by the meaning of the sentence (what would make 

sense?)  

 Look at the initial sound that the word starts with  

 Is it a high frequency word? 

 

Questions you could ask when children are decoding: 

 Have you seen this word before? 

 Can you see a word within this word? 

 Can you see what this word may be by looking at the picture? 

 What word might make sense in this sentence? 

 What sound this word start/end with? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Retrieving Information 

This is the skill of identifying which piece of information is relevant. 

Children need to use references and quotations from the text to support 

their answers.  

 Use index and contents pages to find information 

 Find a topic in a text 

 Find a specific idea or word in a text 

 Find evidence to support an idea in a text 

Ask your child: 

 How do you know that? 

 Where is that in the text/story? 

 When did it happen? 

 What happened? 

 What are the main events? 

 What word was used to describe the king? 

 Which words show us he was feeling proud? 

 

 

Inferring 

This is the skill of using information from the story/text to infer further 

understanding. They need to be able to, ‘read between the lines’. Eg 

The ground was frosty….it was probably winter time. 

 

Ask your child: 

 How do you know that? 

 What gave you that impression? 

 Why do you think a character did something? 

 What do you think the characters were feeling when that did 

certain things? Why? 

 Still encourage your child to give evidence from the text to back 

up their answers. 

 

 

 

 



Language 

This is the understanding of how an author makes choices when he/she 

writes, and purposefully chooses certain words and phrases for effect 

 Which words make this part particularly sad/funny? 

 Why did the writer choose that simile? 

 Which words could you change to change to mood of the story? 

 How does this book make you feel? Why? 

 Why do you like/not like certain characters? 

 


