
 

 

 

Subject: RE 

Topic: From Advent to Christmas  Year: 3 Autumn 2 

 

    

What am I going to learn? 

 The liturgical colour of Advent is purple, a violet tone but this 

is not the same deep purple during Lent. 

 Advent is a season in the church lasting for 27-28 days. 

 The Year A begins on 27th November 2022. 

 The symbol of Matthew is winged man, he is a scribe. 

 Matthew writes 50 years after the life of Jesus, he writes about 

the past. He wants to show that Jesus is the Messiah.  

 The Jews have lived in the promised land for over a hundred 

years but it has been invaded many times. 

 Matthews Jewish community felt threatened and confused by 

the Syrians, Babylonians, Persians, Greeks, Romans.  

 His community do not understand why they can’t live freely in 

this bit of land that God gave them. This is why they are 

yearning for someone who is going to come in and remove the 

Romans, Greeks, Persians and Babylonians. 

 The opening passage of Matthews Gospel is a family tree of 

Jesus.  

 People were questioning, “Is Jesus the Messiah?” Matthew 

says YES and tries his best to convince them. 

 Jesse is the father of King David and the book of Isaiah tells us 

that the prophecy said that the messiah will come from the line 

of King David.  

 In Matthew’s version of the birth of Jesus, the wise men visited 

Herod and he was annoyed that the king of the Jews was born 

and he wanted to find where he was born. The wise men visit 

Jesus and give him the gifts of frankincense myrrh and gold.  

 Yeshua is the term for Jesus in Hebrew, meaning to save, 

rescue and deliver.  
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What should I already know? 

 Christmas is when Jesus is born  

 Incarnation means the son of God; God in human form 

 We call “God in human form”, Jesus - the Messiah, Jesus - the 

Christ, Son of God  

 Matthew is a Gospel writer, we are in the Year A – The Year of 

Matthew 

 Last Year, we studied Luke’s account of the birth of Jesus as 

we were in the Year A 

 Advent is the time before Christmas when we wait and prepare 

for the birth of Jesus 

 

 

Vocabulary 

Advent: When we wait for Jesus’ birth. The 

liturgical colour for Advent is violet. 

 

Bible: The Christian holy book which 

includes religious text. 

Christmas: Is a celebration of Jesus’ birth.  

 

Emmanuel: This is another name given to 

Jesus and means ‘God is with us’. 

  

Gospel: Stories about Jesus in the bible. 

 

Jesse Tree: A branching tree which shows 

the family tree of Jesus. 

 

O’Antiphons: A short prayer to introduce 

reading and it is said in the last seven days 

of Advent.  

 

Messiah: The expected king who is the 

deliverer and saviour of the Jews.  

 

The Incarnation:  Jesus is God in human 

form. 

 

Yeshua: This means to save, rescue and 

deliver by naming him Jesus.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


