
PROSPECTUS
St Mary's Catholic Primary School

Growing together in God's love and care



This Prospectus has been designed to give you a flavour 
of our school and help you decide whether St Mary’s is 
the best place for your child to learn, develop and grow. 

We understand that choosing the right school for your 
child is one of the most important decisions you will make 
and access to all the necessary information is essential in 
helping you make the right choice. 

The education that children receive at St Mary’s has 
the Gospel Values at its very core; alongside high 
expectations. Our children thrive in an atmosphere of 
calm and mutual respect. Our highly trained teachers 
are enthusiastic and work hard to encourage a love of 
learning that will serve the children for the rest of their 
lives. We offer a broad, balanced and engaging curriculum 
which is inclusive of all and we aim to develop confident, 
resilient, responsible learners who are ready for any 
challenge they may face. 

Our vision ‘Aspiring to Greatness’ is rooted in high 
expectations.

I hope this Prospectus provides with all you need to know 
about our school. If you have any questions please do not 
hesitate to contact us. You are very welcome to visit our 
school, by prior arrangement.  

Miss Robina Maher
Headteacher 

About Our School
St Mary’s School was established in 1850 by the Catholic 
Poor Committee. The school was originally set up as a teacher 
training school on Brook Green, under the charge of the 
Brothers of Christian Instruction. The teacher training aspect of 
the school transferred to Strawberry Hill in Twickenham in 1925 
and from then our primary school was born.

In the 1970’s the school was moved to its present site on 
Masbro Road following a fire. With this move, we became a 
co-educational school. The school remains in the parish of Holy 
Trinity, Brook Green and we continue to serve our local Catholic 
community.

St Mary’s is a one-form entry school admitting 30 pupils to each 
age group. We also have a Nursery. Our children range in age 
from 3 to 11.

The school is maintained jointly by the Diocese of Westminster 
and the borough of Hammersmith and Fulham.

In October 2018, Ofsted wrote:  

‘the school is a welcoming,  
inclusive and happy place’

Welcome to St Mary’s Catholic Primary School www.stmarysrc.lbhf.sch.uk



Where Children Learn to Excel

Our Aims
• To develop children to their full potential through 

deepening their relationship with God and others, 
based on the Gospel values.

• To provide a happy, safe and caring environment for all.

• To work with parents and carers to develop the whole 
child – academically, morally, spiritually, emotionally, 
physically and socially. 

• For children to become lifelong learners who see 
learning as enjoyable and purposeful. 

• For children to develop lively, enquiring minds 
through questioning, investigating, reasoning; 
applying themselves to learning both independently 
and collaboratively - through a broad and balanced 
curriculum.

• To ensure good health in pupils through strategies 
which promote physical and mental well being and 
self-esteem.

• To ensure children set high personal standards 
of achievement and to value 
excellence in all things. 

• To prepare children for 
responsible citizenship 
by developing 
values and attitudes 
compatible with living 
in a democratic and 
multicultural society.

Our Ethos and Values
We have very high expectations of the 
children in our school in terms of 
academic achievement, attitudes and 
social behaviour. Our children are 
encouraged to use the gifts that God 
has given them in order to reach their 
full potential. 

In order for our children to thrive, we 
provide a calm and happy atmosphere 
and set the highest standards of 
respect, courtesy, hard work and 
achievement for all children and adults. 

All members of our community are 
expected to treat each other with kindness, 
acceptance and tolerance at all times. 
Visitors to our school often comment on the 
warm welcome they receive and the positive 
ethos experienced when speaking with both 
children and adults. 

'We, as a family, felt welcome from the start.  
There is an amazing little community here, the 
beauty of a small school. St Mary’s is definitely 
Brook Green’s best kept secret’ 
Parent

Catholic Life of the School
Jesus is at the heart of all we think, do and say at St Mary’s. The 
Gospel values and teachings of the Catholic Church underpin 
every aspect of our daily life to create a sense of belonging and 
cohesion.

RE is a core subject and is taught as 10% of our curriculum. 
Prayer and worship are of central importance in our school 
life. School assemblies are held each week, focussing on the 
Gospels as well as aspects of the Liturgical Calendar.

We have close links with our local parish – Holy Trinity in Brook 
Green. We celebrate Mass in our Parish Church at the beginning 
of each school term, on holy days of obligation and at other 
special times throughout the year.  

www.stmarysrc.lbhf.sch.uk



Establishing Strong Foundations

The Early Years Foundation Stage
The Early Years comprises of our Nursery and Reception 
classes.  We are committed to providing the very best 
in education and care for all children and recognise that 
every child deserves the best possible start in life, with 
the support that enables them to fulfil their potential. 

Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s 
experiences can have a major impact on their future lives. 
High quality early learning will provide the foundation 
children need to make the most of their abilities and 
talents as they mature. 

We aim to ensure that each child enjoys a safe and 
stimulating environment on a daily basis.  They will have 
opportunities to join in with other children and adults to 
play, work and learn together. Staff plan for the needs 
and interests of each individual child through daily 
observations and ongoing assessments. We also promote 
the importance of school and parents working together to 
help children learn and develop.  

Within the Early Years there are seven areas of learning 
and development, all of which are important and inter-
connected. Three areas are particularly crucial for igniting 
children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for 
building their capacity to learn, form relationships and 
thrive:

• Communication and language 
• Physical development 
• Personal, social and emotional development.

We also support children in four specific areas, through which 
the three prime areas are strengthened and applied:

• Literacy and Mathematics 
• Understanding the world 
• Expressive arts and design
• Religious Education

Play helps young children to learn and develop through ‘doing 
and talking’, which is the means by which young children learn 
to think. We plan and provide a range of play activities which 
help children to make progress in each of the areas of learning 
and development. In some of these activities, children decide 
how they will use the activity and, in others, an adult takes the 
lead in helping children to take part.   

We encourage free-flow between the indoor and outdoor areas 
and ensure that children have opportunities to play and learn in 
each of these environments.

www.stmarysrc.lbhf.sch.uk
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learning!
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Special Educational Needs and Disability
Our aim at St Mary’s is to ensure that children with special 
educational needs are identified and given extra support as 
early as possible. 

Parents are involved throughout this process. If it is necessary 
for the school to seek assistance from external professionals 
– for example, speech therapists or educational pyschologists 
– we work together to ensure the best outcomes for our SEND 
children.

Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2
The children in KS1 and KS2 have a varied and rich 
curriculum which is adapted to meet the needs of each and 
every child. As a Catholic school, Religious Education is 
at the heart of all our learning and our Catholic values are 
embedded throughout our curriculum. 

All children have access to the National Curriculum which 
includes the core subjects of English, Maths and Science. 
The foundation subjects are History, Geography, Computing, 
Art and Design, Design and Technology, Music, Physical 
Education and Modern Foreign Languages which, in our 
case, is Spanish.

We ensure that all subjects are delivered in a meaningful and 
engaging way. We understand the importance of a broad and 
balanced curriculum and ensure this is delivered through rich, 
imaginative, cross-curricular learning that will inspire children.  

Specialist teachers are utilised for subjects such as Drama 
and Spanish. Music and Sports coaches are also brought in 
to develop skills in these areas.

We are immensely proud of the attainment and progress 
that all the children in our school make in both Key Stage 
1 and 2. We feel confident that they leave Year 6 as happy 
and skilled learners, fully prepared to meet the challenges of 
secondary education. 

Encouraging a Love of Learning www.stmarysrc.lbhf.sch.uk

I like playing in 

the big playground
'

'
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Developing the Whole Child www.stmarysrc.lbhf.sch.uk

We place great emphasis on developing the ‘whole’ 
child. Academic achievement is important, but we also 
strive to ensure that children develop morally, spiritually, 
emotionally, physically and socially to become responsible, 
well-adjusted individuals who will be a credit to their 
family, their school and their community.

Children as Leaders
We believe that children should learn how to take responsibility 
and be given opportunities to develop their leadership skills. 
Children from Year 1 to Year 6 are chose as representatives of 
their peers, to join our School Council. They meet regularly too 
discuss issues; suggesting solutions and learning projects to 
ensure our school is a happy and safe place to learn. 

Each year, we elect a Head Boy and Girl, Deputy Head Boy 
and Girl, House Captains and Monitors to take on roles of 
responsibility within the school. 

Extra-Curricular Activities
We strongly believe that every child should be given the 
opportunity to experience the wider curriculum. For this 
reason, we offer an extensive range of extra-curricular 
activities before school, at lunchtime and after school. 
Some are organised by outside agencies and others by 
school staff. Our clubs are designed to enrich and extend 
the children as they pursue interests and develop skills. 
Clubs change throughout the year as they are offered  
on a termly basis. 

'

Pupil

I feel safe and cared  

for at St Mary ’s'

Wrap-Around Care:
St Mary’s offers wrap-around care to support working 
parents. Our breakfast club opens at 7:45am each day. 
Our after-care provision starts at the completion of the 
school day and there are collection times from 4:45pm 
to 6:15pm.

Educational Extras
Children take part in regular educational trips and 
visits to enhance their understanding of curriculum 
topics. These bring relevance, excitement and 
enjoyment to the children’s educational experiences. 
We also have ‘themed weeks’ to enhance learning 
and offer wider opportunities.

'I cannot speak highly enough of St Mary’s. 
It is a caring and inclusive school. I feel 
that all staff are committed to getting the 
best out of every child and the support 
and communication between parents 
and teachers is open and honest. My son 
receives fantastic all round education and 
SEN support, allowing him to develop and 
grow with confidence, finding happiness 
and belonging within the school setting. 
Parent

I really like  

after school club
'

Pupil



St Mary's Catholic Primary School

Working in Partnership 
with Parents
We understand that parents are 
the first educators of their children. 
We aim to provide the best quality 
education for each and every child, 
working in partnership with parents 
and carers so that children develop 
a love for learning that will remain 
with them for the rest of their lives.

Strong, committed partnerships 
between our school and our 
parents play a crucial role in 
helping a child develop into a 
responsible and confident adult. 
By working together, we will give 
your child the best start in life.

Parents & Teachers 
Association
The main aims of the PTA are to 
raise funds for the school and to 
promote community cohesion, 
enhancing the relationship 
between the school, parents, 
families and our parish.

St Mary’s has an ever 
strengthening PTA which is a 
voluntary group run by parents/
carers. It is open to all parents/
carers within our community. The 
PTA meets regularly to organise 
and co-ordinate school events, 
alongside the Headteacher and 
the staff of the school. 

St Mary's Catholic Primary School, Masbro Road, Hammersmith, London, W14 0LT
Tel: 020 7603 7717  Email: admin@stmarysrc.lbhf.sch.uk
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