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St Mary’s Catholic Primary School

Our vision:  Aspiring to Greatness


Writing Intent

At St Mary’s Catholic Primary School, writing is a top priority and is a key driver for our curriculum. We believe that the ability to write with confidence and accuracy is an essential life skill. We aim, wherever possible, to create cross curricular writing opportunities, as we believe that in order for pupils to see themselves as successful writers they need to be involved in writing for a real purpose and for different audiences. 

At St Mary’s it is our intent to ensure children will:

· be enthusiastic, inquisitive, lifelong learners: from our EYFS right up to Year 6, we aim for all pupils to see the value of writing as a means of communicating in our world. Pupils write for a variety of purposes; to inform, persuade, entertain as well as for a variety of audiences so that they have life skills in understanding how to adapt their writing for audience and purpose

· be strong communicators: our aim is to enable pupils to be strong communicators. Pupils initially share their ideas verbally to ensure clarity; they then think it, say it and write it

· be well-rounded, independent and resilient learners with aspirations: we aim to instil a growth mindset in our pupils, so they persevere in their writing. We encourage them to see the value in each stage of the composition process so they become a well-rounded writer who independently plans, edits, drafts and publishes

· develop and use their God given talents by being creative: we aim for our writing lessons to motivate pupils to become fluent, passionate writers who can write for technical purpose and for pleasure exploring their own interests and sharing their creativity with others

· be responsible citizens who are eager to make a positive contribution to their community and wider society: we encourage our pupils to write for different purposes across the curriculum, to use their writing to inform, explain, persuade and entertain. We support pupils in seeing the value of writing to communicate for life not just something that is done for lessons in school








Writing Implementation

At St Mary’s the teaching of writing is purposeful, exciting and shows clear progression for all ages in accordance with the National Curriculum. The explicit grammar, punctuation, and spelling goals necessary for each year group are clearly laid out in our curriculum maps and knowledge organisers. Teachers impart the writing skills necessary for success by giving concrete examples of good practise and having high expectations for all pupils as they meet their writing goals. 

Phonics is primarily used as the building blocks for spelling in our EYFS. This practice is built on further up the school as children explore more complex letter patterns. From Year 1 onwards, children are expected to practise spellings and letter patterns at home using the 'Look, Cover, Write, Check' method; these lists form the basis of weekly spelling tests in class. All children from Year 1 to Year 6 have access to a Spelling Frame account which allows them to practise their spellings online.

Teachers provide regular opportunities for teaching shared, guided, extended and independent writing. From Years 1 to Year 6, our writing lessons are based on Jane Considine’s Sentence Stacking approach. With modelling at the heart, the sentence stacking lessons are broken into bite-sized chunks and taught under the structural framework of The Writing Rainbow. Teachers prepare children for writing by modelling ideas, grammar and techniques of writing.  The focus is on building the skills needed to write accurate and cohesive sentences. There are specific grammar skills focused on within every lesson. This ensures that GPS (Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling) is embedded, in context, over time. A range of genres are planned and taught using purposefully selected extracts, stimuli and quality texts, which expose the children to high-level vocabulary, a range of punctuation and cohesive devices. Our pupils take pride in their writing and look forward to publishing their final pieces each half term, our special publishing books are taken up with them each year so they can see their own progress over time.  

In order to build the vocabulary of the children at St Mary’s, we follow a scheme called Mrs Wordsmith. Each week, all year groups are introduced to a selection of new words in a fun and engaging way. The pupil’s explore synonyms and word pairs for the new word they have learnt and then practise using it within a context. Interactive teaching strategies like drama, debating, and the spoken language are used to engage all pupils in order to raise the standards in writing across the school. 

Handwriting is taught to ensure the children know and can use the correct letter formations and joins. Pupils are expected to use continuous cursive script at all times and adults through marking, displays and board work model this. Pupils are encouraged to continue to improve their handwriting, working towards being awarded a pen license.










Writing Impact

[bookmark: _GoBack]The impact of our Writing curriculum can be seen in the pupil’s books; as well as in pupil data and through pupil voice. The impact is the progress, sustained learning and skill development across the curriculum. Outcomes for all groups of pupils within the school are strong. Our pupils make excellent progress in writing given their starting point.
Each year we focus on CPD to develop staff pedagogy, ensuring they have a robust understanding of the curriculum expectations. In-school and Deanery moderations also assist with this. Our English Lead carries out regular book scrutinise as well as team teaching to ensure standards are high. Book looks demonstrate a consistent use of cursive handwriting throughout the school. 
Pupils’ progress in Writing is measured through ongoing assessments and through three key assessment points during the year where the pupil’s work is moderated against the national criteria for writing. Pupil data is analysed to ensure attainment and progress is on track in each year group. Interventions are planned, implemented and evaluated for targeted pupils. 
Pupils not only leave St Mary’s with a secure understanding of the grammar, punctuation and spelling devices they have been taught but as confident, fluent writers, with ambitious vocabulary, who can write for a wide range of purposes. 
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