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Ice age A period in Earth’s history 

when North America and 

Northern Europe was 

covered with ice. 

Stone age A time in prehistory when 

humans made and 

used stone tools. 

Bronze age A time in early human 

history when people first 

began to use tools made 

of bronze. 

Iron age A time in early human 

history when people 

began to use tools and 

weapons made of iron. 

Key Vocabulary Definition 

Pre-historic  The time before written records 

Archaeology  The study of history and pre-historic times through 
looking at artefacts found in the ground. 

Artefact An object made by a human being that tells us about 
history. 

Bronze Bronze is a hard, yellowish mixture of metals. People 
make it by melting copper and tin together. 

Shield  A piece of metal, held by straps or a handle used as a 
protection.  

Helmet A hard or padded protective hat. 

Woolly Mammoth 
 
 
 
 

An animal that lived in the Ice Age. It had a long 
shaggy coat, small ears, and a thick layer of fat. 

Stonehenge 
 
 
 
 
 

Britain’s most famous prehistoric monument, in 
Wiltshire. 

Celt 
 
 
 

People who lived in Britain and northwest Europe 
during the Iron Age 


